3rd Meeting of the SBC Food Policy Council
General Assembly

Monday, April 26th
5:30-7:30

Casa de la Raza

In attendance: Cory Woodruff (Alpha Resource Center), Larry Saltzman (SB organic garden club), Linda Saltzman (SB Permaculture Guild, nature therapy), David Cleveland (UCSB), Katie Brimm (UCSB student), Nora Muller (UCSB student), Hannah Wright (UCSB student), Heidi Diaz (UCSB student), Ingrid Avison (UCSB student), Sean Anderson (UCSB student), Tyler Watson (UCSB student), Jasper Eiler (Shepherd Farms), Kai Hinson (UCSB student), Raquel Lopez (Casa de la Raza), Terry Thomas (UCSB dining services), Bonnie Crouse (UCSB dining services), Skye Allmang (CAC), Eric Lohela (City Compost), Marin Smith (education), Doug Hagensen (Backyard Harvest), Heather Hartley (Food not Lawns; Sol Food Festival), Melissa Cohen (IV Food Co-op), Alison Hensley (Peacock Farms; Sol Food Festival), Gina Fischer (SB Food Bank), Daniel Parra Hensel (S’cool Gardens; Quail Springs), Whitney Bell (Quail Springs, Yoga Soup Garden), Anthony Carroccio (Organic Soup Kitchen), Maggie (EDC), Lisa Merrill (City Compost), Andrea (Organic Soup Kitchen), Kristi Curtis (Givens Farm), Megan Carney (UCSB)

Next meeting: Monday, May 24th, Alpha Resource Center, 5:30-7:30

I. Introductions

II. Announcements

a. May 6th – Holy Cross Church, 7pm, Community Permaculture event

b. IV Food Co-op – coffee for sale as fundraiser for Backyard Harvest

c. SB Food Bank working with farmers markets in county to ensure SNAP benefits are being redeemed and accepted.

d. May 24th – next FPC meeting (at Alpha Resource Center, Goleta)

e. Reminder to complete member profiles and send to Megan

f. Talking to Baltimore FPC and Oakland FPC for input and resources on SBC FPC
g. Volunteers for facilitating, note taking, and timekeeping during FPC meetings?

III. Dr. David Cleveland Research Team – “Potential for Local Agrifood in SBC” (presentation)

a. 99.7% of food grown in SBC is exported

b. Findings on amount of produce imported and consumed

c. Also presenting on May 11th at UCSB

IV. Debrief from last FPC meeting and review minutes

a. Questions/comments:

i. Anthony – How to monetize virtue and generosity? Make a non-profit so that people can donate money.

V. Discussion on council structure (possible formations and procedures)
a. Need to create resource hub/communication forum to stay connected (google docs, meet up.com)

b.  Five sectors – consumers, producers, distributors, waste management, processors
c. Executive committee with subgroups

d. Wiki page

e. Need for an “editor” – a single voice to deal with the “public”

f. Need to get small fast to keep people involved

g. Mission first or structure first?

h. Identify a few problems and get started

i. Need people who are looking after financial aspects

j. Need for administrative assistants

k. Volunteer managers

l. “Thought Gardens” as term for subcommittees

m. Survey Monkey for voting on subcommittees and structure

n. Consider for-profit structure to be able to accept grants?

VI. Subcommittee ideas

a. Access

b. Public education (buy local and organic), media campaigns – bilingual

c. Community assessment and research

d. Growing area

e. Research on other groups around county

f. Policy work (city/state)

g. Buy local

h. Value-added products

i. Youth (work with schools)

j. Media

k. Funding

VII. Closing remarks

a. Question of by-laws for decision making (need for written procedures – going to borrow possibly from other FPCs as to not reinvent the wheel)

b. Nominations for executive committee? (For next meeting?)
c. Meet in voted on subcommittees during next meeting

d. Continue to spread the word, conduct outreach (especially to farmers, low-income residents, the Latino community of SBC which comprises over a third of the local population and makes up 83% of students in K-12 schools)

e. Contribute to discussion thread (online) for agenda for next meeting
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