Santa Barbara County Food Policy Council

Inaugural Meeting

December 7th, 2009

5:30-7:00 p.m.

In attendance: Raquel Lopez, Teresa Figueroa, Alison Hensley, Doug Hagensen, Eric Lohela, Susan Horne, Gina Fischer, Gerri French, Cory Woodruff, Bridget Dobrowski, Eric Cardenas, Wesley Sleight, Jasper Eiles, Tom Shepherd, Dale Hodges, John La Puma, Bonnie Crotzer, Erin Gaines, Melissa Cohen, Shawn McMahon, Lucas Johnson, Eduardo Gonzales, Arjun Sarkur, David Cleveland, Heather Hartley, Megan Carney

Minutes
I. The State of Food Security and Sustainability in SBC

a. Megan Carney presents on pilot study of food security in South Santa Barbara County and Dr. David Cleveland discusses the state of agriculture in SBC.

II. What is a Food Policy Council?: Successful Models and Lessons Learned

a. Presenter: Megan Carney  

b. Q & A

III. Introductions 

IV. Visioning Exercise 

a. Attendees participated in a group discussion addressing the question, what perceived conditions are preventing you from fulfilling your goals in the food system? (Discuss the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats associated with the group’s sector).

i. Problems with County Public Health department preventing schools from serving school garden foods in school lunches – problems with inspection procedures and food safety precautions. Specific instance cited for Peabody School.

ii. Businesses not recognizing the Good Samaritan Act which protects food donors from liability.

iii. Unclaimed food stamp benefits rampant in SBC due to underenrollment.

iv. Need to not only increase access of healthy, local food to food insecure, low-income county residents but also to improve shopping decisions of wealthier households.

v. Reduced sales at IV Co-op since opening of Whole Foods.

vi. Problems with obtaining conditional use permits, such as permits for farmworker housing.

vii. Need to understand and recognize some food insecurity as a seasonal, economic problem. 

viii. Need to understand how food distribution networks operate in SBC. 

ix. Food insecurity also affecting the elderly and children – need to recognize the needs of these groups as well.

x. Agricultural water meters – how does metering affect small farmers.

b. (IV.b. –V.) For future meetings, per not enough time. What changes (city, county, state) if implemented would better help to facilitate your goals? (Review local programs that already exist in the group’s sector to address low access to and consumption of healthy foods in SBC).

c. How to build capacity and connect resources? What research needs to be conducted within your sector? (Produce a list of actionable program, project, or policy ideas to improve the way that the group’s sector ensures equal access to healthy foods for all city residents).
V. Member composition and logistics of council

a. Input on council member selection process

b. Meeting times and locations

