4th Meeting of the SBC Food Policy Council

General Assembly

Monday, May 24th
5:30-7:30

Alpha Resource Center

In attendance: Cory Woodruff (Alpha Resource Center), Larry Saltzman (SB organic garden club), Linda Saltzman (SB Permaculture Guild, nature therapy), Ingrid Avison (UCSB student), Eric Lohela (City Compost), Heather Hartley (Food not Lawns; Sol Food Festival), Melissa Cohen (IV Food Co-op), Gina Fischer (SB Food Bank), Whitney Bell (Quail Springs, Yoga Soup Garden), Lisa Merrill (City Compost), Michael (Master Gardener), John McCauley (Nutritionist), Bridget Dobrowski (Sustainable Food Systems Fund), Fatima Segura (UCSB), Peter (Orelia Ranch (sp?), Megan Carney (UCSB)

I. Check-in, Introductions

a. Short tour of facility (provided by Larry Saltzman)
II. Announcements

a. June 12th – planting of 120-150 fruits trees at Alpha. Volunteers welcome. Arrive at 10am and bring a shovel.

b. Internship opening: Part-time internship addressing water quality education with the Latino community (graduate student preferred). Contact Michael at UC Cooperative Extension.

c. Info online about UC Cooperative Extension Integrated Pest Management Program www.ipm.ucsb.edu
d. UCSB student volunteer to help Megan with researching work by organizations and community groups that has already been done to address food sustainability and food security.

e. Food Bank currently completing gap anaylsis.

III. Debrief from last meeting (review minutes)

IV. Results of the online survey (discussion)
   a. Steering Committee – nominations
i. Need people that have time to move council forward

ii. Frequent turnover (or all at once) cannibalizes momentum, i.e., need to stagger replacements on steering committee

iii. Need a concerted effort to ensure diversity and representation from all sectors.

iv. Is water represented? (Goleta Water Commission?)

v. Is there a space for farmers? (A farmers forum or subcommittee)

vi. Select an advisory board (include farmers, water reps, political figures)

vii. 15 nominations for steering – need to narrow down to 10 (number suggested by various council members and other successful food policy councils). Members not interested in steering committee could perhaps fill a role on the advisory board.

viii. Steering committee will set direction; subcommittees will help execute ideas.

ix. Time commitment for steering committee members? – six month term, meeting every other week for 1-1.5 hours. Could alternate with conference calls.

x. Evolve model to meet online?

xi. How to address both North and South County effectively? Could use food bank model, i.e., subcommittees for both ends of the county completing similar work.
xii. Steering committee will assemble advisory board.

xiii. Council will take a summer recess (months of June and August) – steering committee (once determined) will meet informally over the summer and initiate formal meetings in September

xiv. Top priorities to be taken into account, used as a guiding document for the steering committee (see results of online survey)
V. Meet in subcommittees? (around priority issues)

a. Not yet ready to meet in subcommittees. Steering committee will select subcommittees based on results from online survey.

VI. Tentative date/location for next meeting

a. Mid-July at Casa de la Raza

VII. Check-out
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